THE VISVA-BHARATI QUARTERLY
opened to man a new world of immense possibilities. On
the material plane, it led to an unprecedented develop-
ment in technology. On the intellectual plane, it gave rise
to nineteenth century rationalism. On the political plane,
its finest manifestation was liberal democracy in the
Nation State. There seemed no barrier to human pro-
gress, and it seemed that with spread of education,
all human ills would be resolved. It was an era of expan-
sion, buoyancy and faith in reason.
The prospect of endless progress inspired Indian intel-
lectuals as well. They derived their inspiration from
Britain and shared the British faith in science and demo-
cracy. European influence transcended the intellectual
plane and affected the world of their emotions. Even
Indian aspirations for freer and fuller life acquired a Euro-
pean tone. British jco-operation and help were regarded
as necessary elements in any endeavour for liberty.
The Indian intellectuals were so dazzled by European
civilization that they attempted to transplant wholesale the
culture of Europe to Indian soil. They hardly thought in
terms of synthesis, for synthesis implies mutual give and
take. To the Anglophil, there was little that India could
give. For them, India's function was only to receive. The
vast masses of Indians did not, however, feel that way. They
had an instinctive sense of the value of their culture and
resisted attempts at disrupting it. The Anglophil, there-
fore, sought to create an Indo-Anglian culture without the
co-operation of the Indian people themselves. Such
attempts at achieving a new culture had no roots in the
life of the people. It was therefore not at all surprising'
that the forms and conventions of Indo-Anglian society
soon became objects of ridicule.
That he diverted the energy and direction of Indian
politics from Europe to India was Gandhiji's greatest
achievement. Instead of attempting an Erstaz Europe, he
sought to build up a genuine India. There were distin-
guished Indians, who had worked for the people even before
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